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Synopsis of the volunteer program 

Ever thought of trying a new experience completely different than what you are used to?  This 
may be it.  Experience Teaching Abroad sends volunteers to Thailand to be teaching 
assistants for native Thai English teachers.  This involves the volunteer becoming integrated 
into Thai culture and living with a Thai homestay family, and in some cases living on school 
grounds. 

Many would agree that the most precious parts of life are those relationships we establish and 
strengthen.  The Thai’s are some of the easiest people to get on with in the world.  They are a 
very peaceful race, despite occasional media coverage of political strife.  The Thai’s respect 
and even admire foreigners who come to their country and even more so for our volunteers.  
The amount of good that one volunteer is can do is astronomical and appreciated by all around 
them.  Our volunteers are highly respected, admired and taken care of by the Thai’s.  Each 
volunteer is helped to integrate into Thai culture for the period of their placement.  Be warned, 
you may not want to go home after this experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The greatest thing that you will treasure will be the relationship you gain with your Thai 
students.  You can volunteer for one, two or three months.  Stay with at least one other 
volunteer, unless you choose to be alone.  Enjoy the experience with at least one other 
foreigner who can relate to you, and many other natives who are very different from you.  
Learn to speak Thai if you want, eat Thai food, live a Thai life and teach English. 

There are many things you can do with your summer, but none quite as unique and life-
changing as teaching in Thailand. 
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About Experience Teaching Abroad Ltd 

Experience Teaching Abroad is a UK limited company registered in England. We are 
predominantly an international teacher recruitment agency; however we also specialize in 
providing TEFL training courses through our education partners. 

Currently we specialize in offering paid teaching placements in South Korea and Thailand, and 
volunteer teaching assistant positions in Thailand.  We work with over 15 different partners in 
Thailand and South Korea.  For over three years ETA has assisted university graduates to 
secure quality teaching placements abroad. 

We mostly serve candidates from countries whose native language is English, due to most 
schools abroad demanding a more Western accent that their students can imitate. We 
sometimes serve candidates from countries whose second language is English but only those 
who have near-perfect native English proficiency. 

We deal with our worldwide recruitment from the UK and our offices are located near Bristol, 
England. 

Contact information 

info@experienceteachingabroad.com  
Telephone: (+44) (0) 844 686 9722 
Fax: (+44) (0) 844 686 9723 
Experience Teaching Abroad Ltd  
Millennium House  
Weston-super-Mare  
North Somerset  

BS22 9DX  
United Kingdom  

www.experienceteachingabroad.com  

www.teflheaven.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Maitland (Managing Director)   Ben Hesketh (Ma rketing Director)    Pyae Win (Web Executive) 

  Emily Maitland (Strategy Director)    Nadine Beng s (Advertising Executive) 
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Where are the volunteer positions? 

The volunteer positions are located in either the north or the south of Thailand.  If 
you choose to go in the north of Thailand, currently we have positions in Suphan 
Buri, Angthong and Ayutthaya.  If you choose to go to the south of Thailand we 
have placements in Songkhla. 

The volunteer positions are usually located in schools that are in great need of 
native English speakers but do not have the necessary funds to afford to pay 
them.  Some schools do have paid native English teachers and our volunteers 
support the native English teacher in their teaching. 
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Charlie sends a message home to a friend’s newborn.   She was recruited November 2009. 

Why do we need volunteers? 

Some schools we work with cannot afford native English speakers.  The cost of wages 
for native English speakers is more than double what the school would pay for a Thai 
English teacher, and so only the more affluent schools can afford them.   

Without native English speakers, the students can still learn English but their progress 
is limited.  The reason Thailand requires native English speakers is so the students can 
imitate the accents of native English speakers, rather than imitate a Thai teacher 
speaking English, or a European with an accent.  We do accept some European’s but 
only those with near-native English proficiency. 

We want native English speakers to get involved with the Thai community and with the 
school’s extra-curricular activities.  When a volunteer comes to the school, this raises 
the profile of the school in the area it resides in and the school can sometimes receive 
more enrolments from students nearby.  Most of the schools we work with give free 
tuition.  They only receive a small amount of money per student from the Thai 
government to run the school.  The more students they have enrolled, the more money 
they have to run the school. 

One other reason we want volunteers in Thailand is that we currently offer paid 
teaching positions in Thailand and South Korea, yet these positions are only open to 
those with a degree and commitment required is usually a yearly stay.  As a company 
and recruitment team, we love Asia and we wish to give as many people the 
experience of a lifetime, and so giving opportunity to 1 - 3 month stays in Asia to 
volunteers means those without degrees and who have greater time constraints can 
teach in Thailand.  The more people that experience Asia, the happier we are as a 
recruitment team. 

We also know the amount of good a native English teacher can provide for each school 
in terms of language and school development.  You can be a part of a great work in 
Thailand. 
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Details of the volunteer program 

Cost of the program – accompanied with this information pack you should have received 
information regarding current fees, dates and availability.  If you have not received this yet, 
please contact us to receive it. 

What’s included?   

Accommodation  is provided with a Thai homestay family.  The family have been handpicked 
and interviewed as to their quality.  In most cases, the Thai family will be an employee of the 
school, usually a teacher or the school director. 

Food  is also provided by the school and by the Thai homestay family.  This will be Thai food, 
consisting normally of rice or noodles.  You will eat such a variety of foods that you will never 
get bored.  If you do decide to buy your own food, cost of meals are a tenth of the price of 
Western meals, costing around 40 THB (£1 GBP) per hot meal or takeaway. 

Airport pickup  is provided as long as you arrive during daytime hours.  In rare cases you may 
have to get a cheap taxi to the office. 

Other things that may not be physically included are of a more intrinsic nature.  This is an 
experience of a lifetime, and many of our volunteers gain a lifetime of experience in just one 
trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Umelda and Kieran demonstrate the art of team teach ing.  Both recruited March 2010. 
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Why should you volunteer in Thailand? 

There are many reasons for you to volunteer in Thailand, some of these are: 

·  Gain life experience. 

·  Explore a new culture. 

·  Visit historical sites – temples, mountains, massive Buddhist statues etc. 

·  Eat Thai food – the best food in the world, and the strangest! 

·  Learn a language – total immersion is the best way to learn. 

·  Want to do paid teaching in the future? This is a good way to start. 

·  Employers look highly upon volunteer periods on CV’s/ resumes. 

·  The Thai people – gentle and friendly, you will love them. 

·  The Thai students are eager and enthusiastic to learn. 

·  It’s hot.  Very hot.  Paradise beaches are never too far away. 

·  You will be doing a noble work for the summer. 

·  It’s a break from the norm. 

 

Still not inspired yet?  Watch this video. 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching in Thailand will literally 
make you jump for joy – as 
demonstrated by Richard here, who 
was recruited in November 2009. 
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In-country support – staying with a Thai homestay f amily 

During your stay in Thailand, you will live and integrate with a Thai homestay family.  They will 
provide meals and usually travel to school, and will look after you. 

Examples of Homestay Families: 
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Typical Homestay Accommodation 

 

 

 

More examples of homestay accommodation and a typic al shower. 
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Club ETA  

 
By becoming a volunteer you automatically are invited to join our social network 

called Club ETA.  This network is exclusively for persons recruited by ETA who are already in 
country or will be living in either Thailand or South Korea soon.  Only those who have 

confirmed places from us are invited and no other person is able to access the site.  You are 
not obliged to join, but there are some benefits you might want to consider. 

 
Meet People  - Club ETA is just that - a club.  You get to meet people before you travel and 

then while you are in country you can meet up and arrange events together.   
 

Come and Play  - Club ETA will be hosting events in each country in the future and by 
becoming a member you get exclusive access to those events.  The things we have in mind 

are wakeboarding, island hopping, surfing, Thai massage training, Muay Thai kickboxing, Thai 
cooking, Snowboarding, bowling, and maybe the odd nightclub, to name only a few. 

 
Materials  - Club ETA will be the site where we post all materials for teaching English which 

can help you prepare lessons. 
 

Assurance  - There's nothing more daunting than walking into the unknown.  Club ETA is great 
for preparing you for something that will change your life for the better.  Everyone has little 

concerns about their future trip and hopefully Club ETA will be able to help reassure in some 
way about the future life as a TEFL teacher. 

 
These are just a few of the benefits, you get everything that you would expect from a social 
networking site similar to facebook but there's a difference - this is exclusive.  You can also 

chat to any of the ETA staff on there at any time and keep in contact with us should you need 
any further help, advice or assistance. 

     

 

 

Screenshots 
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What do I need to prepare for? 

Prepare yourself for an experience of a lifetime.  This will be different than 
anything you can imagine, not only will you be teaching Thai children, but you will 
be integrating into a very different culture for a short time.  Some things you may 
need to think about are: 

·  In some places, toilets do not have an automatic flushing system.  So to 
flush, you simply pour water down the toilet. 
 

·  Thai’s look highly upon foreigners and you will be the focus and attention of 
nearly every Thai in the room you are in.   Expect to be admired. 

 
·  Thai food is highly delicious, but expect to eat lots of rice and noodles.  

Almost no Western meals will be available in some places, so be ready to 
try the best food in the world, over and over again. 

 
·  Some Thai homestay accommodation comes with air conditioning, but 

mostly you will have a fan to keep you cool in the evenings while you sleep. 
 

·  Vaccinations.  Consult your doctor about which vaccinations you should 
receive before leaving the country, and do this early. 

 
·  Mosquito’s.  There are lots of them but mostly only in the evenings, so 

prepare yourself with a spray or roll on deterrent.  Occasionally you may 
have to chase one before you lie down at night.  Usually being bitten will 
only mean an itchy foot or hand for a few days.  Take soothing cream also 
– tiger balm is great for this, and can be bought very cheaply in Thailand. 
 

·  Quality.  The quality of nearly everything in Thailand is around five times 
less than what you would expect to receive in a developed nation. 
 

·  Attitude.  Thai’s have a “mai pen rai” attitude, which is translated as “no 
problem” or “don’t worry about it” and most Thai’s have a laid back attitude 
towards many things.  It’s easy to get used to this but sometimes it might 
annoy you, especially if something that matters to you is not seen in the 
same light by the Thai’s. 
 

·  Thai folk music.  This probably won’t be to everyone’s taste, and they play 
it everywhere.  So make sure you bring your mp3 player and your favourite 
songs. 
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Other Costs 

As well as the placement fee, there are other costs you need to be aware of.  These are: 

Flights costs  - These can range from £300 to £400 for a one way flight, and between £400 to 
£700 for a return flight, depending on the time of year you book and how early you book. 

Visa costs  – Once accepted onto the program, you will be sent a placement offer letter from 
the school in Thailand which you will take to the Thai consulate to get your non immigrant B 
visa.  This costs exactly £30 GBP from UK Thai Consulates, and varies for other countries but 
is usually cheaper everywhere else. 

Travel insurance  – Costs will vary depending on the type of insurance sought.  Based on a 20 
year old female, we searched the internet and found these prices: 

1 month, no baggage cover = £10 

1 month, with baggage cover = £15 

3 months, no baggage cover = £28 

3 months, with baggage cover = £34 

Food and other costs  – Although food will be provided, if you would like to buy your own food 
at times, we recommend taking around £50 GBP per month in case you would like to treat 
yourself to some Western food, or get some souvenirs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       “Say Cheese!” 

Lisa’s classes, recruited May 2009. 
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Other useful information 

Booking Flights  – For inexpensive flights to Thailand we recommend you check these airlines 
and websites.  To find the websites just type these names into Google: 

Skyscanner 

Ebookers 

Opodo 

Emirates 

Qatar Airlines 

Etihad Airways 

Gulf Air 

Air India 

Flight Centre 

You may have to search for a few hours to find the cheapest flight. 

Travel Insurance  – We recommend you use these price comparison websites in order to find 
the best deal: 

Go Compare 

Travel Supermarket 

Compare the Market 

Confused.com 

 

Fundraising 

The work you will be doing is priceless, but the costs are not.  In order for ETA to offer 
volunteer positions, we need to charge a small fee for each placement.  Some of this covers 
our administration costs and some covers the homestay accommodation and in-country 
support costs.  We suggest fundraising in order for you to fully or partly fund your placement. 

Sponsorship is a very popular way of fundraising. Sponsorship basically means that a sponsor 
agrees to pay money to someone if they do something. An example is that you may be 
sponsored for a sponsored walk. Sponsors may say they will pay £50 (for example) if you 
finish the walk. Alternatively they may sponsor you £5 for every mile you walk. 

Sponsorship can be used for all kinds of fundraising activities, for example: 

- Sponsored walk, run or swim 

- Sponsored silence (good for children!) 
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- Sponsored shave (men often shave off a beard they have had for a long time in return for 
sponsorship) 

- Sponsored sit in a bath of beans/ custard/ ice 

- Trek the three peaks 

Really, imagination is the only limit for what you could be sponsored for. 

Sponsorship Tips 

Here are some tips on how to raise the maximum amount of sponsorship money for your 
chosen cause: 

Keep your sponsorship form on you at all times. You never know when you might bump into 
someone who might sponsor you. Don’t forget a pen too! Use both an online sponsorship form 
and a paper one. This way you can send a link to potential sponsors anywhere. 

Start your sponsorship efforts as early as possible and be organised. This way you have the 
best way of raising the maximum amount of money without the process being stressful or 
rushed. 

Look into matched giving, either through the company you work for, or another business. 
Through matched giving, someone, usually a business, agrees to donate a pound for every 
pound you raise (or match the money you have raised in a similar way). 

Write to local companies to ask if they would be interested in sponsoring you. A well written 
letter or email will increase your chances of success.  

Raise publicity for your sponsored event. Contacting local and national papers, magazines and 
radio stations could help raise awareness of your cause and also to attract many more 
sponsors. Our article 'How to Publicise Your Fundraising Activity' will provide ideas on 
publicising your event. 

Leave a sponsor form in a prominent place such as a staff room at work, a gym changing room 
or a church notice board. People can still sign up for sponsorship without you being there and 
this is also a good option for those who find approaching people directly for sponsorship a little 
awkward. 

Give sponsorship forms to friends and family as well so that they can try and raise sponsorship 
amongst their contacts. Widen the pool of potential sponsors and the numbers will soon start 
to add up. 

Think about how you will collect the money as this can often be harder than attracting 
sponsors in the first place. Consider asking for a post-dated cheque or allowing people 
to donate by Paypal or online bank transfer. 

An ETA fundraising sponsorship form can be sent to you by request if you email 
info@experienceteachingabroad.com  
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The application process 

For initial application, send your CV/ resume and a recent picture of yourself, smiling and in 
any setting, to: 

volunteer.thai@experienceteachingabroad.com 

Initial application is stage 1 .  Once your initial application is received, we start stage 2  of the 
process.  We will interview successful stage 2  candidates by telephone.  If you pass the 
interview, we will send you to our partner in Thailand who will then contact you and arrange 
with you details of arrival and exact details of the school you will volunteer with.  This is stage 
3.  To confirm your placement you will need to pay a deposit of half the amount of the 
placement.  Those who pay their deposit progress onto stage 4 and their placement is 
confirmed.  The other half of the fee is paid on arrival in Thailand.  Arrival in Thailand is stage 
5. 

From stage 3  we would ask you to prepare for your non immigrant B visa, and details will be 
sent to you as to how to do this, as well as documentation for the Thai Consulate. 

If you have any questions about any of the process or details please send an email to: 

info@experienceteachingabroad.com 
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